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INQUIRY INTO SAFETY- RELATED MATTERS RELATING TO FLNG PROJECTS

Please find enclosed Woodside’s response to a request for additional information (received 13
November 2014) from the Economics and Industry Standing Committee inquiry into safety-related
matters relating to FLNG projects.

Should you require any further information regarding this submission, please do not hesitate to contact
Laura Kjellgren, Government Affairs Adviser

Yours Sincerely

oger Martin
Vice President Corporate Affairs

Attached: Woodside response to request for additional information from the Economics and Industry Standing
Committee inquiry into safety-related matters relating to FLNG projects.



ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the safety-related matters relating to Floating LNG (FLNG) projects

WOODSIDE RESPONSE TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
RECEIVED 13 NOVEMBER 2014

Q.1: In relation to a fixed facility such as Laminaria, when faced with an imminent category 5
cyclone, is the facility de-manned completely? Please also provide further information on
the decision-making process for decisions as to whether de-manning should occur, to what
level and when? For further context to this request, please refer to page 3 of the hearing
transcript

A.1: The Northern Endeavour Facility is a permanently moored FPSO that had, as part of its basis
of design, permanent manning maintained on board during cyclonic events. Due to changes in
metocean data the facility design was reviewed and a subsequent cyclone response plan was
developed.

The plan specifies triggers for staged reduction in manning based on tropical low/tropical cyclone
location and forecast intensity. A final de-manning flight is planned for when a tropical cyclone
track, including its cone of uncertainty, is forecast to pass within 100 nm of the facility within a 24
hour period.

Q.2: Given that an FLNG facility is permanently moored and, therefore, not a vessel, please
advise what regulations and laws (Australian and International) that apply to ships will not
apply to an FLNG facility? For further context to this request, please refer to page 5 of the
hearing transcript.

A.2: Once an FPSO is disconnected from the riser column, the controlling legislative act transfers
from the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (Cth) (OPGGS Act) and
related regulations (i.e. Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Safety) Regulations
2009 (Cth)) to the following:

o Australian Maritime legislation (e.g. Navigation Act 2012 (Cth), Marine Orders); and
o International Maritime Organization (IMO)} conventions and codes such as
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 1974 (SOLAS).

Disconnected mode related activities are not within the scope of Safety Cases. FPSO’s which
disconnect are required to maintain Class Certificate issued by Classification Society as
administered by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA).

FLNG facilities need to be certified to the Classification Society requirements for the initial tow and
anytime the facility is required to disconnect and be seaworthy (i.e. dry dock maintenance or
decommissioned).

When the FLNG facility is connected, the Australian Maritime legislation and IMO conventions
noted above cease to apply.
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Q.3: In relation to the state’s emergency capacity and preparedness to respond to a major
incident on an FLNG facility, please provide Woodside's view as fto any gaps in the
provision of necessary facilities (for example, medical, search and rescue, emergency
response and the like) in areas such as Broome, Exmouth. Karratha, Port Hedland and
various points in the north west. For further context to this request, please refer to pages 8,
11 and 12 of the hearing transcript.

A.3: There has not been an immediate need for additional Federal or State government emergency
response resources or infrastructure to support FLNG projects.

However it is important for Government and industry to continue to work together to consider
necessary response requirements and possible gaps and areas that can be improved.

Woodside recognises the integral role of the State Government in the Western Australian State
Government emergency management framework and values the ongoing engagement with the
State Government and its agencies.

The proposed Browse Development medical planning is based on the Woodside Medical External
Support Guidelines (note these are based on the Oil and Gas Producers - Managing Health for field
operations in oil and gas activities). The tiered medical response system would utilise the current
Darwin and/or Perth medical facilities as centres of definitive care.

Regional centres may be considered where they can provide the level of care required to meet
individual needs and this would be based on professional medical guidance.

The remote medical scenarios are currently planned to be managed by additional aviation support.
This is provided by a dedicated search and rescue helicopter and the Western Australia Resources
Aero Medical Evacuation Service (WARAME). This is well established practice for the North West
Shelf.

Planning for the proposed Browse FLNG Development assumes Woodside will continue WARAME
service and will be used to transfer injured personnel to Perth or Darwin hospital.

Q.4: Woodside provided a Z card displaying the design safety case overview for the
proposed Browse FLNG development. As this was referred to during a public hearing, the
Committee intends to place a copy of this on the web site with the hearing transcript. Please
advise if Woodside has any objections to this and, if so, what the basis of those objections?

A.4: No objections.
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